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Islander Classic ensures an exciting
opportunity to see great basketball

Islander basketball
begins new season
as Division I

nationally recognized golf pro Phil Blackmar
and award winning actor Edward James Olmos.

Hosting your own tournament is an
advantage to both the community and the home
teams, Viola said, because the host has the

A donation from Flint Hills Resources (FHR)
will once again help Texas A&M University-
Corpus Christi play host to women’s and men’s
basketball tournaments over the Thanksgiving
and Christmas holidays.

The Flint Hills Resources Islander Classic
will take place on Nov. 29-30 for the women’s
tournament play and Dec. 27-28 for the men’s
tournament play, at Circle K Court in Corpus
Christi’s Memorial Coliseum. Both four-team
tournaments will feature quality teams playing
a total of four games on Friday and Saturday
nights.

Dan Viola, athletic director at TAMU-CC,
announced the Islander Classic tournament
lineup. The women’s competition includes
Southern Methodist University, the University
of Louisiana at Lafayette, and the University of
Missouri, while the men’s tournament will feature
Morgan State University in Baltimore, Oakland
University in Michigan and Texas Southern
University.

The tournament hosts two games on Friday
nights. The teams that fail to advance in the
tournament will play a consolation game early
on Saturday. This game is followed by the
championship game featuring the winners from
Friday’s action.

“Without the Flint Hills Resources
sponsorship, we definitely would not have a
tournament here,” Viola said. “We’re certainly
appreciative of Flint Hills Resources and its
support of our intercollegiate athletic program.
They’ve been good partners with us.”

FHR has invested more than $30,000 to
underwrite tournament costs and assisting with
a marketing campaign to increase attendance at
Islander games. FHR has even helped the team
produce a series of commercials featuring local
personalities Mayor Loyd Neal, County
Commissioner-Elect Betty Jean Longoria,
TAMU-CC President Robert Furgason,

The Islanders open their season Nov. 8
with a home exhibition game against
the All-Army traveling team. The men’s
team returns with its top four scorers
and top four rebounders to begin the
first season in Division 1 basketball.

Ronnie Arrow, who signed a three-
year contract extension earlier this year,
will once again lead the men’s team.
Arrow has said in the past that with a
new multi-purpose sports arena planned
for Corpus Christi and what he believes
is an eventual conference affiliation,
Islander basketball is destined to reach
a level that will make the community
proud.

The women’s team, with new coach
Jodi Kest, will play at least five teams
that advanced to the NCAA or Women’s
National Invitational Tournament
(WNIT) last year, and that number could
increase to as many as seven depending
on tournament pairings.

Perhaps the best team they’ll face
this year is the University of Texas, which
advanced to the Sweet 16 last year
before losing to Duke. UT will host the
Islanders in Austin on Jan. 2.

The University of Nevada-Las Vegas
will be the Islanders’ biggest home
game. The Rebels, which finished 23-8
last year, will come to town for a Dec.
7 match. The Islanders women also will
play WNIT teams Houston and North
Texas at home. Houston made it to the
WNIT finals last year.

For men’s and women’s season or
game tickets and schedules,
call 361-825-BALL or visit
www.goislanders.com. Ask about
the new customized season ticket
options in a range of price options.

In commercials created to promote Islander
attendance, local celebrities, along with
actor Edward James Olmos tout a glowing
Islander tatoo while cheering, ”Islander
Basketball - it’ll get under your skin!”

opportunity to play on a familiar court in front
of friendly crowds.

Jodi Kest, the first-year Islanders’ women’s
basketball coach, views hosting the tournament
as bolster to the school’s reputation, provided
it attracts good teams and the host team
competes well with them. “As a team we thrive
on competition. And the only way we’re going
to grow in our abilities as a team, is to pit
ourselves against the best possible competition
we can find.”

This is the third year that Flint Hills
Resources has sponsored Islander basketball.
In an effort to ensure the success of the athletic
program, FHR sponsored an informal meeting
with other Islander corporate sponsors to
generate additional ideas to increase awareness
and excitement for Islander basketball in our
community.



Flint Hills Resources (FHR) has donated
$250,000 to assist the Texas State Aquarium
(TSA) in its mission of promoting
appreciation and wise stewardship of the
Gulf of Mexico. The gift will help fund the
2,000-square-foot Environmental Discovery
Center, part of the Aquarium’s Dolphin Bay
expansion project.

This gift to TSA, represents the single-
largest gift ever from Flint Hills Resources.
The gift also elevates the Dolphin Bay
Capital Campaign to more than $13.3
million of the $14 million sought. The gift,
announced in a public ceremony on Sept.
18 at the Aquarium, will fund the Distance
Learning Studio, one of three components
of the Environmental Discovery Center.

“Flint Hills Resources was one of the
lead donors that made sure the
Environmental Discovery Center would
become a reality for the Texas State
Aquarium,” said Tom Schmid, executive
director of the Aquarium. “This lead gift
means that families, students and teachers
throughout Texas and the nation will be
able to enjoy the wonderful educational

programs that
the Texas
State
Aquarium has
to offer.”

“A multi-
use, family
friendly area

within the Aquarium, specifically focused
on our educational programming, has always
been in our master plan,” Schmid said. “Now
this wonderful gift from Flint Hills
Resources will finally allow us to realize
this dream that we’ve been pursuing for 12
years.”

The Environmental Discovery Center
will build on the Aquarium’s position as a
leader in science education. Geared toward
all ages, it’s designed as a hands-on
education facility for the general public and
school groups with components that correlate
with the state standards for science, math,
language, reading and history curricula.

“Flint Hills Resources is committed to
environmental stewardship and education,
and this contribution will help advance this
vital initiative,” said Joe Coco, vice
president, refining and manufacturing
manager for Flint Hills Resources’ Corpus
Christi refining complex. “The
Environmental Discovery Center will
provide environmental education resources,
tools, and related technology that will be of
value to youth, educators, and parents.”

Mary McQueen, Deputy Director for
the Aquarium, said the idea for the Center
came about during the planning stages for
the Dolphin Bay exhibit. That’s when
construction officials building the one-story
life support system for Dolphin Bay
suggested it would save money in the long
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Texas State Aquarium receives
construction budget boost
from Flint Hills Resources

Flint Hills
Resources
receives
special honor

The Corpus Christi Regional

Economic Development

Corporation (CCREDC)

recognized several local

employers at its August 29,

2002 Annual Compass Awards.

Among the honorees was Flint

Hills Resources (FHR), who was

recognized with two out of

three possible awards.

The first category, which

FHR received an award in,

recognizes those employer’s

who fill 20 or more newly

created core positions within

its company in a year.  Flint

Hills Resources was one of 17

area employers honored in this

category.

FHR received a second

individual award, for the

Largest Investment by an

individual company in the

area, with its recent investment

of $145 million in a new low

sulfur-processing unit.

One of two Economic Development Corporation awards
presented to Flint Hills Resources is displayed by Rich Tuttle.
Also pictured are (L to R) City Councilman Mark Scott, County
Commissioner Joe McComb, and Ruben Bonilla.



run by adding a second floor and reusing
the two-story, precast panels that decorate
the outside of the building.

Moving Aquarium offices into the new
addition will free up 2,000 square feet
around the mezzanine that overlooks the
Aquarium’s lobby. McQueen said the space
will become the Environmental Discovery
Center, which will include three
components.

The Discovery Center will be a multi-
purpose area that features a variety of family
activities that will inspire appreciation and
wonder of the Gulf of Mexico. Children

will learn by “doing” and “making” and
parents and teachers can use resources to
help children understand schoolwork and
the world. This resource area will offer
support for curriculum development,
materials related to helping students meet
state educational standards, and family
science and math.

Another important component of the
Environmental Discovery Center will be an
expanded library that will use literacy to
introduce environmental concepts. Visitors
will be able to use Internet-ready computers,
interactive games, educational CD-ROMs,
marine-themed Internet sites, and Gulf of
Mexico research sites and data to learn more.

 The third component of the
Environmental Discovery Center, which will
be funded by the $250,000 gift from FHR,
is a Distance Learning Studio that will allow
the Aquarium to transmit its education
programs to an even broader audience, said
Tara Schultz, director of science education
at the Aquarium.

The Distance Learning Studio will
allow students to participate in virtual field
trips in which they can interact with
instructors and supplement their curriculum

without the cost of a long distance field trip.
Students planning an actual trip to the

Aquarium can participate in pre-visit
orientations that allow students to orient
themselves to exhibits prior to their visit,
Schultz said. Research shows this helps
students form a mental map, changing the
focus of the field trip (in the students’ minds)
from food and travel to the actual exhibits.

The Distance Learning Studio also will
allow the Aquarium to expand its professional
development program for teachers. The
Aquarium now reaches an average of 240
educators each year through teacher
workshops. The Aquarium will be able to
reach teachers in their districts and through
each of the 20 Education Service Centers
statewide.

Dolphin Bay will feature a 400,000-
gallon, 30,000-square-foot exhibit that will
house four to six non-releasable dolphins
that will come from other zoos, aquariums,
or marine mammal parks. Along with the
Environmental Discovery Center, other
components of the $14 million project include
a new playground and a $1.5 million
operating endowment.

Many South Texans gathered at Cole
Park on September 21st to participate
in the 11th annual “America's Walk
For Diabetes.” Men, women, boys
and girls of all ages, and even a few
pets, made the 2.5 or 4.5 mile trek
down Shoreline Blvd. to raise aware-

Mary McQueen of the Texas State
Aquarium receives FHR’s donation
presented by Rich Tuttle.

America’s Walk
for Diabetes

FHR EMPLOYEES  IN  THE  COMMUNITY

Texas State Aquarium, CONTINUED

ness and funds for a disease that affects
over 35,000 of their Nueces County
neighbors.

 0ver $75,000 was raised. Donations
are still being received. A special THANKS
to Flint Hills Resources' Team Captains:
Rose Peña, Patsy Lopez, Veronica Cantu,
Olan Moore, Nancy Janak, and Nadyne
Canchola. FHR brought in over $5,100.
Patsy Lopez deserves special congratu-

lations for bringing in over $2,100.
The funds raised go to research,

advocacy and diabetes education
and awareness to help fulfill the
American Diabetes Association’s mis-
sion to prevent and cure diabetes
and to improve the lives of all people
affected by diabetes. Next year's
walk is scheduled for October 4.



This summer, FHR’s Corpus Christi
complex reached one of its short-term
Envirnonmental, Health and Safety
(EH&S) Milestones by achieving 90
days without an OSHA Recordable
Injury.

“This is just another indicator of
how Flint Hills Resources, Corpus
Christi has been able to successfully
improve Safety Performance and proves
that we can work injury free,” says Joe
Coco, vice president refining and
manufacturing manager for the Corpus
Christi complex.

To have fun and celebrate the safety
achievement, employees were treated
to ice cream on July 25 and 26.  In
addition, the Refinery Leadership Team
presented 17” sports bags to employees
with their appreciation for this safety
effort.

Celebrating a
milestone safety
achievement

Refinery upgrades are underway

Investments at Flint Hills Resources
(FHR) designed to produce cleaner-
burning fuels for Texas consumers
are more than 25 percent complete
and are scheduled to be finished
by April 1, 2003.

The $145 million expansion at
FHR’s West Plant on Suntide Road
is designed to meet 2005 federal
clean-fuel standards by producing
gasoline with a sulfur content of
30 parts per million.

FHR already has spent $32 mil-
lion to produce cleaner-burning
gasoline with sulfur content of
around 150 parts per million,
roughly half the industry average.
It’s the first among local refiners to
announce plans to build a sulfur-
processing plant, with other refin-
ers expected to follow in order to
meet federal guidelines.

This second phase of construc-
tion brings the company’s recent
expenditures to around $400 mil-
lion to produce cleaner-burning
fuels, which became available in
May 2001 in all grades.

Billy McClain, refinery optimiza-
tion manager for Flint Hills Resourc-
es, stated that the project was 26
percent complete at the end of
August. The engineering process,
handled by Jacobs Engineering
Group, Inc., of Houston, is sched-
uled to be completed by the end
of October.

Twenty modules weighing as
much as 225 tons each are being
built in Charleston, South Carolina,
and shipped by barge to the con-
struction site. Five had been deliv-
ered by the end of August with the
rest expected soon. The modules

will be fitted together like puzzle
pieces and connected via plumbing
and wiring.

McClain said that by the end of
August, J. E. Merritt and its subcon-
tractors had recorded 250,000 man-
hours without a serious accident as
defined by the Occupational Safety
and Health Administration.

For the past several years, the com-
pany has worked with communities
in their efforts to stay in compliance
with federal air-quality standards.
Among the priorities for Flint Hills
Resources is its on-going environmen-
tal, health and safety commitment as
exemplified by clean-burning fuels
and other initiatives that help solve
energy and environmental challenges
in the communities it serves.

The company’s chemicals and re-
fining business employs nearly 900
and can process 300,000 barrels of oil
a day. In Texas, Flint Hills Resources is
a major supplier of gasoline, jet and
diesel fuels to major markets, includ-
ing Austin, Corpus Christi, Dallas/Fort
Worth, San Antonio, and Waco.

FHR’s Corpus Christi Refinery expansion will
produce cleaner-burning fuels in 2003.

Bryan Jackson was one of the WP
Pumphouse employees that
received sports bags in honor of
the 90-day achievement. The
entire FHR Corpus Christi complex
achieved this safety goal.



Flint Hills Resources Community
Advisory Council takes action
People from across the Coastal Bend who
gathered on a recent weekday for a luncheon
meeting at the Holiday Inn-Emerald Beach
might never have met one another were it not
for the efforts of Flint Hills Resources (FHR).

This diverse group of individuals from
Nueces and San Patricio counties are members
of the Flint Hills Resources Community Ad-
visory Council, a cross-section of community
stakeholders interested in making the Coastal
Bend a better place to live.

Rich Tuttle, Regional Public Affairs Di-
rector, Flint Hills Resources, said the council
is designed to be an incubator for ideas on
which the company and the community can
work together. The 50-member council is
divided into four committees – education,
work, environment, and quality of life – that
meet monthly to study specific issues, formu-
late plans, and make
recommendations to
the full council.

Each represents a
different constituency
that, as a whole, rep-
resents the community
in microcosm with all
its diverse interests and
concerns. And because
all decisions and rec-
ommendations are
made by popular vote,
special interests are leveled and common core
issues are addressed.

The full council also meets once a month
in a forum attended by representatives of FHR.
These meetings are designed to identify and
focus key community issues into activities or
advice that help the company address concerns
and interests. The committees work with FHR
as well as other organizations in the commu-
nity. Final recommendations are presented to
Flint Hills Resources for consideration and
possible implementation.

onstrates the community’s pride in the base.
NAS-Corpus Christi and other bases are under
periodic review from the Commission on Base
Closures and Realignments. Another $500,000
has been targeted for landscaping along SPID
as well as stained concrete panels to make the
roadway more attractive.”

Committee reports from the four chairmen
focused mainly on the council’s interest in
promoting nature tourism in the area. Dr.
Roger Knot, chairman of the economic devel-
opment committee, said that visitors to
McAllen spend an estimated $39 million a
year on nature tourism. The economic devel-
opment committee has suggested expanding
Earth Day in March into a major festival to
capitalize on nature tourism, and the committee
is considering the idea of providing visitors
with a brochure or website with a listing of
nature-related activities in the area.

Grantham said that for proof of the benefits
of nature tourism one need look no further
than Rockport’s 14th annual Rockport Hum-
mer/Bird Celebration. The annual festival held
each September generates an estimated $1
million in spending in the Rockport-Fulton
area.

Illiteracy is another important issue the
council is working on. Dr. Glen Kost, chairman
of the quality of life committee and retired
dean of Del Mar College, said that half of
Corpus Christi’s approximately 280,000 people
suffer from illiteracy in some form. However,
the Corpus Christi Literacy Council has only
enough funds to help 600 people a year.

“The Flint Hills Resources Community
Advisory Council will work toward addressing
this shortcoming,” Dr. Kost said. He added
that addressing important community issues
is the function of the advisory council and the
main reason he agreed to serve.

Anyone interested in serving on the council
should call Rich Tuttle at 242-8572.

The monthly council meetings feature
committee reports from the four committee
chairpersons, as well as public presentations
from invited guests.

The most recent Flint Hills Resources
Community Advisory Council featured a pre-
sentation by Jesse Grantham, director of con-
servation for Texas Audubon and a recent
addition to the council’s environment commit-
tee.

Grantham used the meeting to announce
the Audubon Society’s intention to purchase
the Richard Blucher House from the Junior
League of Corpus Christi and turn it into a
nature center.

The Blucher House is a historical home
across the street from Blucher Park, adjacent
to the Corpus Christi Public Library, a park
that is one of the best habitats for birds (and

bird watchers) in Corpus
Christi.

Grantham wasn’t the
only person with good
news. Daiquiri Richard,
executive director of the
Beautify Corpus Christi
Association, which runs
the Keep Corpus Christi
Beautiful Campaign, an-
nounced a $265,000 grant
from the Texas Depart-
ment of Transportation

(TxDOT). The grant will be pooled with other
TxDOT funds to finance $900,000 in beauti-
fication projects in Corpus Christi.

The money will be spent to erect a sign at
the intersection of Interstate 37 and Mesquite
Streets welcoming drivers to Corpus Christi.
One hundred thousand dollars will be spent
on landscaping along South Padre Island Drive
in Flour Bluff for drivers headed to Naval Air
Station-Corpus Christi.

“Improving the entrance to NAS-Corpus
Christi is important,” Richard said. “It dem-

Advisory Council members discuss
their reactions to a presentation on
an environmental issue.
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With 1,604 people in attendance for a

performance by country legend Tanya

Tucker and a total of $117,000 raised,

you could certainly call the recent Great

Expectations Concert a success.

“It is difficult to express enough

appreciation and gratitude for what

Flint Hills Resources has done,” says

Catrina Steinocker, director of The

Women’s Shelter Inc. “As signature

sponsor of this event, they have helped

The Women’s Shelter get a head start

on the future.”

All of the funds raised from the

concert will be used for the daily

operations of the shelter. The monies

raised are also important to the shelter

because of the match funding the

organization receives from state and

government organizations.

The Women’s Shelter constantly

accepts donations. The area’s of largest

need are luggage, and women’s and

children’s clothing.

The Shelter also appreciates financial

donations and volunteer participation.

If you have any questions about The

Women’s Shelter Inc., or how to become

involved, please call 361-884-2900.

Great Expectations are
exceeded with Women’s Shelter concert

Catrina Steinocker talks about the future
of The Women’s Shelter.

Charlie McKay and Clayton Allen from
K99 with Catrina Steinocker welcome a
large crowd to the concert.

Tanya Tucker ends the show with her
record-breaking song ”Delta Dawn.”

Seated (L to R) are FHR associates
Enrique Aguilar (RTFC), Ken Smith (Valve
Mechanic) and Pat Clewell (Medical).
Standing are Crystal Seehorn and Linda
Avila from TAMU-CC Community
Outreach.


